ABSTRACT 

An improved friction hinge assembly is provided. The friction hinge 
assembly includes a rotatable shaft and a band having a circular spring portion for 

5 defining an opening in which the shaft is rotatably inserted in order to provide frictional 
torque between the shaft and the band spring portion. The band also includes a 
substantially flat tail portion having at least one edge. A reinforcing rib is disposed 
against at least one edge of said band tail portion in response to the shaft being inserted 
within the spring portion opening. The rib prevents flexing of said tail portion when said 

10 spring portion of said band rotates relative said shaft. Such flexing is prevented even if 
said shaft is at least partially retracted from within the spring portion opening by locking 
the reinforcing rib in position. 
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